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Crocùdilus siamemis vvas erected by Sclineider iti 1801, oh a 
siculi b mugli t to Europe by thè Frena li missionaries tu Siam* Moti hot 
later obtained a young specimen in Oambpdia, which is now in thè 
Rritish Museo ni, and ib is also known by one or two speci mene from 
Java. These appear to he thè only known records of this creature. 

In publishinga list of thè crocodiles, cheloniaus and Hmrds of 
Siam in this Journal three years ago, I sbated that C\ palustris Lesson, 
thè Indian “ mugger”, was an inhabitant of the country, basing iny 
statement upon some jnveniles and a d rieri slum I bave si noe asam inerì 
a larga number of specimens, both alive and dead, and bave discovered 
my error, The in land or fresh-water erocodile of Siam is 0, damensis, 
and, as I shall presentìy endeavour tò show, 0. palustris does not exist in 
thè country at alh 

Most of thè eharacters which distinguisi! C* siamemis from ite 
allies, C* palustris and paròma ha ve al ready been enumerateci. but 
I propose now to re vie w them in greater (letali, and to add some others 
whicli bave so far escaped observation. 

The head*. 17 or 18 upper teeth on each side, 4- teeth in each 
praemaxillary ; 15 lower teeth on each side* tlie mandibular sytnphysis 
ex tendi ng to thè fourth tooth. 

Snout from once and two-thirds to once and five-sixths as long 
as broad at thè base ; interorbital breadth greater fchau thè vertieal 
dìameter of thè orbit ; a thick, fairly distiuct curved ncìge, preselit in 
most specimens, extending from thè anterior extremity of thè orbit for 
a short distance ; interorbital ridge, mudi narrower tliau thè pme- 
orbital, commeucing from in front ofa line drawn fchrough thè middle of 
thè orbit 5 and extending to a line drawn across its poster io r extramities ; 
in some examples it is very poorly developed, Praemaxillo-maxillary 
suture on thè palate directed backwards. 

The integumenti One or two pairs of posfcoccipital scutes. Fo.ur 
larga michals in a square with a smallar one on eadi side, Dora&l 

*Tlte eli a ri gas which tako placo in the sknll durftìg growth are etmsider- 
ahi e, and the propprtioiis given bere npply to adulte only, òr at least hah’-giowu 
individuate* 
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shield form ed b y i(> or 17 trans verse, and 4 or 6 longitudinal, series of 
bony scut.es, w li idi are joined to each ofeher in a transverse series, as in 
( 7 , palustri# r hy suture* In thè arrangement of thè shields upon thè 
under surface of thè body these two species also resemble each otber, 
bnb d.iffer frbin 0. porosus ? in that, aerosa thè pectoral region } there is 
a single row nf ni neh eularged scutes (PI* 6, fìg* À*), thè shìekìs forming 
tliis series being troni two to t li re e titnesas large as those of thè adjacent 
rows* In thè diagnosis of jnveuile speci ni ens this character is very useful. 

Thefeet, A nidi meni of a web between thè innerfour fingersi Web 
between thè toes mueh shorter than in 0* palustris or porosus* I bave 
no examples of 0. pahisiris suitable for examination, but Mr. Boulenger 
bas kindly exami ned spi ri t specimens for me in thè Uriti sh Muse uni 
and writes that there is not mudi difference in palmario» between il 
and porosità ; in both thè web between thè 3rd and 4th toes reaches 
practically thè extremifcy, but it is rather more deeply notelied between 
thè 2pd and Srd toes in palustris. In siamensw thè web between thè 
3ni and dth toes does not reach thè extreinity, while between thè 2nd 
and 3ul toes it. barely reachee thè 2nd joint of thè latter. 

This shortnes3 in thè web of thè toes of G, stame nsis, aa compared 
with that of 0. porosugf is well known to thè people of Siam* and is 
common !y iwed hy thè ni to diflfer enfia te between thè two species, 
'* talché ri n tarithè fowl-footed crocodile, being uaed for thè former, 
and l£ takhé tin pefc ” thè duck-foobed ero e odilo, for thè lattei*. The ir 
application of this knowledge, however, is by no meaus certain, and 
wheu con front ed with thè creature, they are se Moni in agreement as to 
whìch kmd they are actually dealing with* 

Dimmmom* The iargest individuai 1 bave actually measured 
was 3*50 metres in length, and I bave ne ver seen auy whicli appeared 
mudi lugger, although many that vvere qulfce as big* The sìculi of what 
seetns to be an aged individuai in my possesstou, is no Iunger than that 
of thè a bove mentioned éxample, and 3*50 to 4- metres probably re pre¬ 
sente thè avernge maximum length of this tpeeies. The hail constitutos 
approxhnately one lialf of thè total length* 

Dìstrihutìon. Indo-China, Siam,? thè Maìay Peninsula, dava* 

In Central Siam, upon thè Me Tome, Me Ping, and thè Prosale 
riverì, if is stili fai ri y common* aìthough largo tmmbers bave been shot 
by Europea» s of recent years. In Northern Siam it appears to be 
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mikiiown, al titoligli 1 am infoi 1 ined that a large croeodile was shofc on 
thè upper Me Tome, some distane© north of Frac, two years ago* 
Ou thè upper reaches of thè Me Kong it does not appear to exist, but 
further soubh on that ri ver is well known. f bave a skull from 
Kemarab, lati* 16°, Iti thè pmimsula of Siam ifc is not unoommon in 
swamps tu thè neighbourhood of Oh uni poni, and it ìs agalli to be found 
at thè norbhem ex tre mi ty of thè Tale Sap, near Smggora. 

A f resti-water croeodile is also recorded front thè following 
tocalities, and is probably referable to this species. 

Robinson and Annandale (Fascio. Malay, 1904, 148} reporfc 

otte as common ori thè upper reaches of thè Patata ri ver, South of this 
fc Ite re is no direct e vicienee of thè existenc© of any fresi i- water croeodile 
in thè Malay Pentnsula, 

On thè Quaa Noi ri ver, near Sai Yoke, W. Siam, a croeodile is 
reported as being cotti moti. 

Cast year whilst Iravelling un thè Lang Bian plateau, 
3. in nani, Morisieur Milititi» Conservato! 1 of Foresta to thè Frendi 
Government, informed me that orocodiles tu large mi tube rs existed there 
in a amali lake at Tak-Lak, elevatimi of about 1000 metres. They wer- 
also pienti fui in severa1 large svvamps in southern Oambodia. 

Habits , The Siamese Croeodile is esaentially a fresh-water ine 
habitant, hauti t in g by p referei tee slow-moving streams vvith muddy 
banks. Not far north of Paktiampo, 0. Siam, they bave lived for years 
in thè borrow-pits beside thè railway embankment, and bave beconie 
so accustoiaed to thè daily se r vice of traina that they nmke no attempt 
to move away when they pass by* Ab thè end of thè rainy scason, 
when thè whole country is llooded, they are said to disappear, 
returning again as thè waters dry up. Tlieir reason for preferring 
these pifcs, in p refe reti ce feo thè matti ri ver which is not more t Itati a 
few hundred yards away, is due no doubfc to thè absence of molesta- 
tion by passitig boats, and also to thè greater case of obtainmg food. 
For thè sanie reason they prefer stvamps w he re ver they are to be found 
in thè vie ini ty of rivers. 

The Siamese Croeodile does not appear to be a parti eularìy 
aggressive creature, 1 bave ne ver heard of any grown persoli being 
attacked by ìt, although I am tolti that amali chiidren are some- 
tiimes seìzed, The country people oertainly seeln to bave little fear of 
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theui, and ciò nofc hesitate to bathe in thè waters knowti to be inhabited 
by bhese creatiires. They say that as longas they bave plenfcy of fiali 
to eal they will uot attaek Immau beili gs* In captivity tlieir disposi- 
timi is variable. Some that I bave kepfc bave refused all food, Otliers 
fed freely on flesh of every kind, and soon learned to come to thè side 
of thè tank and takè it. 

The desìi of tliis erocodile is eaten by thè country people, while 
that of C, poTO&UB is not. 

Breedincj, Eggs are laid duri ng thè rainy season. They ha re 
thè usuai hard, white ehell, and are troni 75 to SO mm. long by 50 
broad. I ha ve had young ones batch ed out in Àugusk When borri 
they were about 250 min, in total length. They had no teefch at first, 
hufc thèse appeared after some ten days. They were very lively, and 
snapped fiercely when any attempi was macie to bandi e them. 

In studying thè distri butioti of 0* siamensis I bave naturali) 
been led to empi ire info thè ex a et habitat of its dose ally C. jwlmtris* 
This is recorded as India, Ceylon, Burina, thè Malay Peninsula and 
Java ; and, if this were correo!, cme might certainly aUo expect to find 
it in Siam. 

After carefully examinhig a larga mi ni ber of crocodtles from 
various part of Siam, 1 am eonvinced that it does not oecur anywhera 
in that country. Nor does there appear to be a ny reliable evidence that 
it occurs either in Burina or thè Malay Peninsula. Neither thè British 
Museum, thè Indiali Jluseum, thè Musenmof thè Bombay Naturai Ilis- 
tory Society nor thè F. M. S. Museiuns* possess specimen^ from those 
COuntries, nor can thè atri horitiesof t li ose institutions teli me of any ever 
having been obtahied there. That a tVesh-water erocodile exìsts in 
Burma is eviti eot from thè testimony of oye wìtnesses who bave lived 
there, bui vvhether it is 'palustria or sittmensis^ stilli reuialns to be shewn. 

The fresh-water erocodile of ihe upper part of thè Malay 
Peninsuia is alinosi certainly O* siamensis. In fact this forni appears 
to replace vahistris east of thè Indiati or ludo* Burmese ragion. The 
occ u r re noe o f bot h s pec i es thè rei b re in 4 a v a, as record e d, i s o f \ rt ì c u - 
lar interest. 
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List of specimess o f CrocfàMlus siamensù untai neh. 


No. 

Locai ity* 

Specimen. 

Collectert hv 

2699 

U tararti f ? C, Siam. 

Àclultj sk u 11. 

W, A . R, Wuod, 

2700 

Paki lampo, „ 

a ì* 

M. A. Smith, 

2701 

K e tnarat, Ua i u bodia. 

*1 'i 

E. Seidenfuden. 

2878 

Paknainpo, C. Siam, 

^ grown, in spi rifc. 

W. Mabert. 

8037 

js ?» 

Hai f-gro wji, stufìert. 

rt 

3038 

?! ri 

3 J 1? 

?» 

3039 

31 »* 

i grown, 

1 S, Ross Greene. 

3040 

j i p 

Young ad,, fiat skin. 

M. A, Smith. 

3041 

t* t* 

{ grown, stufted. 

S. Russ Green. 

304.2 

ì* 1? 

•Juv,, fiat fekin. 

■ 

>3 

3048 

li 13 

37 *3 

! 3 

3044 

Climi) porn, L\ Siam. 

„ stuffed* 

C. L), Swìtzev. 

3078 

t* !1 

„ skin and skull. 


3080 

Pak lvlong, Talé Sap, ì\ Siam. 

Yonng ad., stuffed. 

Arthur Gibb, 

3703 

Paknampo, C. Siam. 

New boni, in spirit. 

S, Ross Green, 

3704 

Pitsanuloke, ,, 

Young, 

M, E. Suvvabarn Sanitwongse, 

3705 

Cimili poni, P, Siam, 

3* it 

O. C. Danieli. 
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